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Guram Kochi has

developed and
patented a

completely new
range of natural,

moisture-

permeable
sealants,

adhesives, fillers
and wall paints.
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hectic! At the moment it’s mainly

outdoor work, but even last winter

most colleagues – myself included –

were able to carry on working just fine.

And the first indoor jobs for the coming

winter are already in the diary.

Because customers are also starting to

realise that it’s becoming increasingly

difficult to find painters. It’s actually a

good thing that the housing market is a

bit sluggish due to a shortage of homes.

If that were to be resolved quickly by

launching lots of new-build projects, it

wouldn’t end well. There simply

wouldn’t be enough skilled workers to

paint it all. And this doesn’t just apply

to painters; it’s a problem across the

entire construction sector. The cause

lies in the past. That much is clear.

More importantly

is the solution. We need to restore a bit
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Wall coverings

The Relief collection of wall coverings

from Brillux is available in three

grades, 56 designs and, on request,

with customised finishing options.

Relief S is characterised by a dense

textured foam core and a heavy-duty,

non-slip non-woven backing. The XL

designs (photo) stand out due to their

large granulate structure and

foam-granulate combinations. The

third grade, Relief R, is the most

robust variant.

info: (010) 292 34 89

www.brillux.nl
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Natural repair and filler products
THE HAGUE ■ He has another patent to his name. Guram Kochi, a painter and inventor from The Hague, had

previously developed adhesives, sealants and fillers that are extremely vapour-permeable. He now has a range of
similar products, plus a universal paint, all on a natural basis.

Cordless impact driver

Metabo’s SSD 18 LTX 200 BL cordless

impact driver, thanks to its powerful

brushless motor, is capable of driving

up to 18 per cent more screws on a

single battery charge.

Using a dial, you can select from

twelve speed settings and a torque of

up to 200 Nm for any application. The

tool also features a function for self-

tapping screws: the Automatic Power

Shift (APS).

info: (0346) 25 90 60

www.metabo.nl

bouwproducten.nl: 253230

lime and natural latex. With the same

key property: vapour-permeable. It’s

actually rather strange: we want to

paint in an increasingly sustainable

way, using linseed oil or bio-based

paint, but the repair products are still

petroleum-based. This puts an end

to that.’

The products are applied slightly

differently from more familiar seal‐

ants and fillers. They have a clay-like

consistency and need to be lightly

moistened with a garden sprayer be‐

fore you can shape them. They also

swell slightly as they set, and you only

sand them down to match the rest of

the wall or wood afterwards. Kochi: ‘I

wouldn’t treat a glossy door on a

canal-side house with my products.

They’re intended for homeowners on

a tight budget who are focused on pre‐

serving their property. And, for ex‐

ample, for heritage buildings that

are highly susceptible to damp. And

so, for all painters who want to

work sustainably.’

SchildersVakkrant how the repairs to

window frames and problem walls

(which are very similar to those in

the neighbouring house) are holding

up well and present a neat appear‐

ance. ‘A substrate that does not con‐

tain a sealing sealant or repair com‐

pound may even show slight cracking

over time. Any water that gets in

simply evaporates again, and the

building element remains intact.’

The latest development from the

Hague-based

casein, lime and

natural latex

was to completely overhaul the for‐

mulation. ‘The AllesVuller, which I

continue to offer, was still synthetic-

based. The 1-to-Fix product range –

comprising adhesive, sealant, repair

compound and an extremely vapour-

permeable interior wall paint – is

now entirely natural. Made from

casein (a dairy product),

Thefundamental belief of Guram

Kochi, a physicist born in Georgia

who once came to the Netherlands for

love, is and remains that the

adhesives, sealants and fillers used by

Dutch painters are disastrous for the

moisture balance of buildings.

‘Sealants and repair compounds are

manufactured to standards that

stipulate they must block moisture.

That is wrong. Take, for example,

sealant applied between a window

and the external wall. Most moisture

movement through those walls is

from the inside out. The sealant

creates a barrier and, as a result,

causes moisture to accumulate around

the sealant joint. I have seen many

serious examples of this: rotting

window frames, mould and damp on

the inside of the wall.’

Kochi’s solution: sealant and filler

(and adhesive) that is water-repellent,

yet at the same time highly vapour-

permeable. Using a property in The

Hague that he painted four years ago

as an example, he shows

Booming business

Unbelievable– what a difference from

a few years ago! Back then, it was a

real struggle just to be allowed to

submit a quote somewhere; now, it’s

almost impossible to keep up. For the

first time in my business, I can pick

and choose the best jobs. Painting a

lovely, authentic little farmhouse? Yes,

of course, no problem – the quote’s on

its way! But it might well be next year.

A terraced house with two dormer

windows and lots of climbing involved?

No, sorry, no time. What a luxury

position to be in. And I can also quietly

bump up the hourly rate bit by bit. This

is the time to build up some reserves

again. To make investments and work

on the foundations of your business.

All around me, I’m hearing the same

stories from colleagues. It’s

of balance. And fortunately, there are

some initiatives moving in the right

direction again: new training

programmes, retraining and

innovation. Although these are still just

a drop in the ocean. It will always be a

seesaw effect. That makes it difficult to

anticipate. Perhaps there will be

another serious dip in a few years’

time. Or perhaps innovation will make

up for the shortage of workers. Things

are moving so fast these days that the

timeframe within which you can look

seriously into the future is getting

shorter and shorter. So it’s also

becoming harder to predict which way

things are heading. There’s no ready-

made solution. For now, I’m not

looking too far ahead and am just

enjoying picking out the best bits for a

while longer.

richard@blauwvlas.nl
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